ENCHANTING ISLAND

A visit to Zanzibar® Stone Town is like atrip hundreds of years back in time, writes ELLY WAMARI,
who visited the island recently.

Seven years ago this month, the United NationsEducationd, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) declared Zanzibar Stone Town a World Heritage site. It is
easy to undestand why, and onewonde's why thetown was not granted this status
earlier.

Mji Mkongwe, asit is called in Kiswahili, might not really bevisudly impressive, butthe
moment you step onto its sandsand narrow roads arich historical and cultural heritage
standsright before you, bringing back memories of al youread aboutZanzbar in history
books

Oneges an indescribable fedling stepping ingde the hous notoriousdave trade Tipu
Tip occupied centuries ago, which still standsoverlooking the waters on oneside of this
andent town. Thelocal people knowit as the hous where save buya's Qvindow
shoppelCfor Saves.

StoneTown has arich history, with seemingly agdess structures that are a mix of
African, Arabian, Indian, and European architecture. Theandent buildingsstill stand
firm, thanksto wha mug have been great architectural engineering. Notably, unlike the
name suggests, theold pdaces and fortsthat make up a goodpat of StoneTown are built
of coral and soil.

StoneTown is oneof Zanziba@ major tourist attractions with a history tha spans
centuries. Walking aroundit gives onethefeeling of connecting with events tha
trangpired hundedsof years ago.

Theother attraction tha is the spice farms, where the spice farmers like Abed Abdullain
Kizimbani village are more than willing to give atip or two on identifying more than 26
varieties of spices and 31 types of fruits.

Abed, whose family has traditiondly grown and traded in spices, has wide knowledgeof
theuses of every spice on hisfarm. He(@ also a cook and gives visitors recipes of
Zanzibai dishes.

Thewaters of Zanzibar |dland have sectionsthat are known worldwide as suitable for
degp-sea diving, among other water sports. A degp section jug off Matemwe beach near
Mnembaldand to the north-east provides arare opportunity to get into close contact with
acrobaic dolphinsin thewild.

Andtheldandis spaingto effort to improvetourism. GDur selection of tourism and
hotel indugry asa priority in our development strategy liesin thefact tha in Zanzbar,
we have some uniqueattractions which if propealy exploited, would be of great



econonic bendfits. Themultitudes of historical, cultural, agricultural, environmental,
naural and sodal attractionsare enoughincentives for any determined investor,O
Presiddent Amani Abad Karume said during thevisit by EEIU Nabuurto Fairmont
Zanzibar hotel in November 2007.1t isthe mod recent investment ontheisdandy the
Canadabased Fairmont Hotels and Resorts, which, after has also acquired a number of
prime hotelsin Kenya

The children who accompanied me to this adventure agreed tha theonehou trip from
theairport in the south-west to the hotel in the narth-east already gives onean experience
of thegeneal landscape of theZanzibar.

We are at the process of receiving the Membership Survey Form, to get views on how we
will beable to organize ourselves better for theinterest of you, our esteemed membersO

DEMOCRACY, ETHICSAND THE PARANORMAL
By Ali Abdullahi

With the concept tha electionshave jug elapsed and a presdent has been known, it will
betrueto say tha Kenyansare now enjoying thefruits of enlightenment. That Kenyans
are now committed to yield better living standadsthroughbeterment of thar
undestanding. That Kenyansare now innovaive, educated and politically corrected.

But notwith certitude Democracy as an activity remainsaterm to be manipulated by
many. Kenyansstill bdieve tha someonehas to bedemocratic onthar behdf andthat it
doesn®matter if they don®take part in the democratization process. Tha, only results
fromthebdlot would express in utmog faith, ther interest at heart, throughthe person
voted for in mgjority. Thisview is ddudel, vagueand full of ignaance. Democracy
should not be seen as a representative act, but as participaory. The popuace a any given
time mug be cultured to invest ther livelihoodin a manner that encourages free though
self development and naion building. Not puttingin spare, the checks of tribdism.

In thisview, therefore, | would like to definedemocracy as the process of voluntarily
undestanding and paticipaing in themaking of policies tha influence pariotic
alignment to the state. Simply, theright and freedom to do whatever you please, however
you want, whenever you fell and for whomyou bdieves deservestheact. But al these,
within thelaws of theland.

Again it trickles down to naure of the world@ eco-systems, where we have to erase all
attitudes tha might promote racist agenda Tha we have to beinternaiond and with a
common codeof condud, the human code This becomes a maor problem with everyone
eage to beinternaiondly outstanding, thereby, aresult into anarchy of cultural systems.

Althoughwe mug agree, culture iswhat defines the people and cultural erosonisaroot
to so many ills, some of which are sodetal; while others, ultimately linked to natural



beings Thisiswha makes the conagpt of ethics amajor task in al scholarly works.
People seek to find mutud points of agreement and hence develop a unity of ethical
concepts, whether for the ecology, sodety or even govenment systems. Butwha is
ethics?

Mr. Boaz Adhengo (ADHENGO 2004 defines ethics as the highest hierarchical
progress of themoral will. He continues to definemorality as a self innovdion, self
definition and self andysis of wha onerecognizes as good. Thusmorality becomes a
relative concept, depending onwho holdstheview at any paticular ingance.

Ethicswill bedeveloped as an attempt to create abdance of undeermined actions an
attempt to regulate individud acts. Thus we shdl view it as a compromise of two or
more moral stands

In thisregard, every organization hasits moral codeof action and when in partnership,
collaboration or assodation with other organizations it developsan ethical code Thus
ethics becomes the highest point of moral codes within a system of actors.

With two conaepts already well explained, (culture and democracy) the meaning of ethics
in thisarticlewill gan emphasisin our attempts to unde'stand why we are how we are.
Tha as you moveaway from your hone area, people tend to bedifferent and it isupon
you to appreciate thedifference at whaever level you bdieve fit for your mission at the
ingance of movement.

In 1964,the govenment of Kenyaintroduced the concept of Kenyanisation as oppogd to
Africanisation. It was bdieved tha Kenyais aglobd villagewith al races represented in
theeconomic and soda sphaes of livelihood And if the conaept of Africanisation would
be uphdd, only the African race would bedomnant in thevital spheres of Kenyan life,
Thiswould be unhealthy practice of naiond relations

With this well undestood, defining who an African @sChas been met with resistance.
Modly, South Africanswho are dominantly white but still Africans (Where African
meansbeang bom and broughtupin Africa) Others claim that Africanising the white race
would promote cultural anarchy. Maybe Maybenot. It all degpendson what we view this
anarchy to entail.

Some indst tha thewhite race has no culture, they are only actorsin acapecity to
influence withoutborders. | dor®really undestand this. If thisistrue | could be subject
to my Italian wife. And the same could betrue of Mr. Adhengowho has two wives
harmonized in ajoint relationdhip, all bang white women from different continents.

AsaKenyan of Asian origin, my culture will be greatly Asiatic. Hence a new question of
our bdief systems arises. How do we develop taboos? Wha do we consdde as naural?

Throughthelnditute for African Ecology and Philosophy, the Project NabuurInitiatives
has established the Committee for Public Undeastanding of Paranomal Sciences



(CPUPS). This groupwill attempt to bring to thefore; issues related to witcharaftey,
supeanaural occurrences andthe so called, dark-side bdiefs.

It had been nated tha thereluctance enjoyed by Kenyansopting out of participaory
democracy was greatly influenced by thar suspicion and fear of some paranomal bdiefs.
Some actionstha are really necessary for development are ignored onthebasis of being
defined as unehical, agang culture or taboos

Thecoastal province in Kenyahas been on thelime light with many skeptical minds
disputing major reports of paanomal occurrences. Mainly, Kilifi district has been the
crux of promoting the theory of QiiniOwhereas Kwale district has been practical in
providing occurrences. The people used are primary school pupils, who are mature girls
approaching pubety or engaged in pubety. This province has primary school pupils who
are amog twenty years of age blaming poveaty and thedevil for this pace of education.
It isthislow literacy rate that makes the popukce in Mombasa as a city to be backward
and utmod, supastitiouswithin incompatible cultures. | was even shodked when a girl
confessed to the media tha shefelt asif someonewas making loveto her during the class
time, tha she experienced several orgasms withoutvivid explanaion onthdr cause. And
when this enjoyment exceeded her sugpicions shedecided to seek assistance fromthe
head teacher.

Another incidence was in Kilifi, aboutsix girls were possessed with what they term
QIiniQ And this JINI was demanding a goa( blood. More o, it required tha everyone
within the compoundto strip naked.

These inddences have prompted the mediato double its coverage the Nation Media
GroupandtheKenyaTelevison Network have embarked on more provoking
investigaions Jud to provetha these occurrences are mental andif condonel, they will
interfere with the public undestanding of democracy.

However, as much as Kenyamightbeonthefore to investigae these issues, counties
like Tanzania who are ourimmediate neghbous have paranomal occurrences as an
accepted way of life. Every eventis viewed with sugpicion. This are wha tournists love,
butfor Tanzania, it isaway of lifethat they have undestoodfor decades and have found
theissue undisputable.

Ms. Fauzia Makenahas been visiting Dar Bes B5daam and has been aired on major talk
shows. Themog recent was by the East African Televison (EATV) at aprogram hoged
by Seki, Orhe City Sound€) Here, much was discussed on how the wizards and witches
use snakes, cats, rats, roaches as pes tha link them with the spiritud world.

All in al, we mug agree tha democracy, ethics and the paanomal bdief systems have
much influence onouwr daly lives.



Endangered Nile Perch in Retr eat

Pollution hasmadefish to move to degp areasof lake where pirates maraud
By Tim Quer engesser

Even thoughit isdangeous Mr Geofrey Obure mud sail his boa into degper waters of
L ake Victoria these days. Often, hefindshimself across the borders, GAnd when you
cross the border into Uganda youQe likely to find terrorists,Ohe says, perched on his
bod in the Kisumu harbour.

But Mr. Obure, afisherman, has to brave all dange's because nowadays the coveted Nile
Perch has become hard to come by. It isatasty, quick growing and massive, makingit an
ideal staple speciesfor afishery. Thefisherman saysfinding themassive Nile Perch B
which can fetch more than Sh 100 pe kilogramme, thanksto its popukrity in Europebit
isbecoming an increasingly perilousgame with shrinking returns

Pollution and falling water levels have pushed thefish into degper, cleaner watersin the
center of theLake. And they estimate that its popuation has dropped by as much as 25
percent in the past few years.

Ot isonly the small ones you can get now,Osays Mr. Charles Onyango after returning
from night onthe Lake. Thoughhe has seen perch as big as 250 kilogrammes hauled to
the shore, a bourty worth more than many Kenyansmake in ayear, theaverage size of
catch nowadays is less than 30 kilogrammes, he says.

For these men who have little to keep them goingwhen they don®catch fish, finding
perch is mogly dependent onwind and rain patterns. Mr. James Otieno, afisherman from
Bondo,says the perch has become seasond. The effects of these changes are startingto
befelt. Some of Mr. Obures friendshave already goneout of busness. Many are worried
tha the perch popdationis nowin condant decline and still others are looking to other
species to supplement thar incomes.

And then there are men with guns Ohe parties are there butit® part of therisk we take,O
Mr. Obure says. Thoughhehas never had an encounter, hisfriendshave been robbed and
even forced to eat ther bat at gunpoint, hesays. While nobodyhas been killed, the
dedication to the Nile Perch Dit® the mog preciousof al fish,Osays Mr. Obure Phints
tha such misadventure could become more common.

The consensusamongfishermen in Kisumu istha water pollution, which is exacerbaed
by lack of government regulation, has forced the perch to leave.

Run Db off fromthemany rivers tha feed into thelake is ferrying toxic subgances into the
water, and indudrial andresidential waste isincreasing. Visud evidence is everywhere,
asfertilizers used by farmers upgream have caused water hyacinth to flourish, puging
some species farther out or killing them altogeher. Thehills surrounding Kisumu are



barren, having been stripped of treesto make charcod. Rivers onae protected from direct
sunlightare now exposed and drying up faster, leading to a shrinking lake. This has seen
the perch Bahunter tha needsa clean water to see its prey Bmove away fromthe shore.

Ot likes being in a healthy environment and, at the moment, thewater isvery poa, so it
goes farther to look for fresher environment to survive,Ohe says.

The Kenyan fishermen appear to e hit thehardest. Thanksto some questionable colonial
border art, Kenyahas only aboutsix percent of thelake, meaning Ugandan and
Tanzanian fishermen sharing thelake can fish in the deep waters safely within thar
borders while Kenyans cannot

Some are nowfitting their boas with motors to hdp them go deeper, farther and faster.
Mr. Obure gueses thefarthest people have gonefrom Kisumu is 100kilometers. The
ironyisthat all thistrouble isfor afish tha does not bdongin Lake Victoria

TheBritish introduced the Nile Perch in 1954in an attempt to revive thefishery. But
after, its popuktion exploded in the 19800and exports hit billionsof shillingsper year.

Theimpact of Perch@ introdudion has been mosgly negative on the L ake® ecosystem,
despite being aboonfor the podketbooksof fishermen. The World Conservation Union
condders the Nile Perch oneof theworld@ 100worst invasive species. Many have fish,
induding ngege (tilapia) and several species of cichlidshave all disappeared.

Lake Victoriabasin isamajor source of income for an estimated 30 million people, 10%
of them bengfishermen. Mr. Qbure estimates tha 1.5 million people in Kenyadraw an
income directly fromthelake@ fishery.

He and many othersin Kisumu are not waiting for the day they cannotfind perch.
Indead, they@e fishing from the safety of the shore. Six pondsbfour for tilapia and two
for catfish Bhave recently been dugnear the whatf where Mr. Obure keeps his bod.

(rhisis the future, Ohe says, proudly standing in ore of the pondsthat still await water
and fish. O'he pondsare being made because we want to create some security for our
income. WeQe jud tryingto survive,Ohe says.



FOUR QUESTIONSTO Mr. ADHENGO
By Ali Abdullahi

With the increasing interest of the members to have Mr. Adhengo as part of Eco D Ethics International
Union, and with the incapacity of EEIU Nabuur to explain the situation at hand. We welcomed
members to forward their sentiments, describing vividly in question, why they wanted Mr. Adhengo to
be part of EEIU. We also requested for any extra questions that could help explain why Adhengo is
whereheis.

Of twenty three (23) questions mailed to me, only four were on target. And these are the questions that
Ms. Nancy Wamboi took to Mr. Adhengo as an interview. The interview was carried out in front of a
public audience at the EEIU Morogoro offices during the L aunch of the Arusha Center in Tanzania.

1. Whatisyour view ontherecent federal agreement?
- E. Wanjala, Eldoret.

The promotion of unity amongs the Chgpters and within ther indgpendent opeations
isamagor element of produdivity. The step taken by Morogoro and Nabuuris worth
being emulated in any part of the EEIU fraternity aslongasit suppots the EEIU
conaepts.

2. What made you be dismissed asa Chapter Chair and what happened to the
chapter member ship you had?
- JohnChege Maing Naivasha

When | applied for a Chapter statusto EEIU, my intentionswere ripeand little did |
know of theinternd wrangles tha was created by my members from being influenced
by other chapter chars who were afraid of a united approach to Eco BEthics. Little
did I knowtha | was acting agang the congitution | promised to abideby. But all
theseisin thepast, EEIU/HEUK as a Chgpter had many projects, the members were
stranded from confuson but thank you to EEIU Morogolo, they were able to be
organized and feel motivated to coordinate through EEIU.

3. What are your sentiments about EEIU and don® you think some people
would view your decision to link with EEIU asa betrayal?
- Samud Memba, Nairohi.

From my experiences at EEIU, | think it isthe best unionfor ecological enthusasts
tha theworld will ever see. And athoughthe principles of democracy are highly
honoued within the union, am sure tha my navetZ would have been excused and not
lead to adismissal. As much asit could beto many othe's, aloosr | am, not much of
the spirit of Eco- Ethics could | resist from. | have been involved in variousprojects
in suppot of ecology and has been in congant communication with variousChapter
Charsin India, Cameroonand even Kenya



To ignore EEIU would have been to betray my own integrity and reputationin the
eventudity of aflawed process. The outcome spesks for itself.

4. Do you support any projectsat EEIU?
- JohnKuria, Mombasa.

Of course, am till in contact with variousChapters within Kenyaand Tanzania. We
work together throughthe Ingitute for African Ecology and Philosophy.

FISHERMEN CAST NETS DEEPER AND WI DE,
BUT FOR LESS

lllegd trawlers wreak havoc on Malindi® waters that were once resource-rich.
By KEN OPALA

Once Malindi Bay had plenty of fish, butnow, local fisherman Athman Abudcan only
harvest afifth of wha heused to bringhome 14 years ago.

Then, hedidn®have to venture degp into the sea to realize 200kilos Malindi Bay, at the
heart of Kenya coastal fisheries, was a magne to fishermen from asfar as Zanzibar and
Somdlia. Ot is a big problem; thingshave become so difficult that we don® knowwhat to
do,Ohe says.

It is hardly tha the number of fishermen has increased, strengthening competition. In
fact, the number isdown. It istha fish has become scarce.

Kenya 640kmlongcoastlineis suffering from dwindling resources. Thus an indugry
tha should beakey income earner is steeped in problems. Only atenth of the Sh 8.7
billion revenuefromfish last year came from coastal marine, the rest was from Lake
Victoria and other less water masses.

Fisherman Athman Abud®predicament is a microcosm of the plight of the 20,000 plus
fishermen making aliving alongthis coastling, from Kiunga in the northern bounday
with Somalia, to Vanga at thetip of Kenya® southern bounday with Tanzania. The
fishemen arelogngthar livelihoad owing to thedeclining quantity of fish, dueto
multiplicity of reasons butmainly illegd, unreported and unregulated (commonly known
as IUU) fishing. A two day conference was organized in Kilifi town on 6-7 December
2007,to discuss thefishing indugry in Kenya Tanzania and Somalia.

Andre Standing of South Africa based Ingitute of Security Studies discussed aresearch
report he producd, tha detailed thedecrease in fish resources dueto |lUU as well as
mismanagement at the handsof authorities.



Investigationsby Ms. Fauzia Makenaconfirmed the threat. Yet, it isnotjud the
quantities tha are reportedly unde strain. A number of species (induding theturtle and
theyellow fin tung, hitherto globdly recognized as concentrated alongthe Kenyan coast,
face extinction.

The consquence of IUU fishing (foreign pirates, small scale fisher-folk and unlicensed
trawlers) is manifest in theincessant conflict between trawlers and the artisand fisher-
folk aongthecoast. At least 27 inddentsinvolving the destruction of 205nets, valued at
Sh 4.8 million, have been reported in thelast seven years, accordingto areport by the
Ingitute for African Ecology and Philosophy, GPreliminary Spatial Andyses of the Prawn
Trawl Fishery in Kenyaand Condderation for its Future ManagementQ

Research on the extent of lUU has been fleeting. Nonehédess, areport prepared for UK
Depatment for Internaiond Development (DID) shows tha Kenyaloss about$5 million
(about Sh 370 million) throughlUU fishing, which, it says, has heavily impacted onthe
tunapopuktion. Thus athird of therevenuefrom coastal fisheries disappearsinto thin
air, thanksto IUU fishing.

Thereport says the vessels involved in lUU are drawn from Qlistant water fishing
naions some of which may beregistered with open register countiesQ

[licit fishingisnotnew. Butit peaked in 1997,fanned by thecivil strife that hd ped
expoe Somaiato pirate fishing vessals, a number of them bdonging to Kenyan
bugness-people.

As Abudgoes throughtheinterview for this EEIU Nabuurreport, an unlicensed trawler
closesin onto Malindi Bay and inches towardsthe shores; very close, onewould think,
it@ headed to thedodk. After an hourof GdlingQOn the shdlow waters, it sails away.

Illegal Trawling

Ot is beng donewith impunity, you can see,OMr. Athman Seif, the Charman of the
KenyaMarine Fisheries Forum (KMF), saysin an appaent reference to illegd trawling
in Malindi.

KMF isan indegpendent lobby of playersin thefishingindudry: fisher-folk, NGOs,
researchers and the state departments. ONVe do nothing because thegovernment is doing
nothing OObserves Seif.

Not far away, two motorbods acquired last year by the Government to check illegd
trawling in the near shores of Indian Ocean, are stuck in shdlow waters, dysundiond.
O'hey have nofud.OA state official confirmstha the boas are Gud-guzzlersQ They
were opaationd only for two weeks after their acquisition, he says. Thetwo engines are
pat of the 11 parol boas acquired last year by the Government at a cog of Sh90million.
Thesurvelllance boas were dydundiond when an unlicensed trawler ventured into
Lamu shdlow waters on Augug 23, 2007 and |eft atrail of destructionin itswake. In just



four hous, it left hundeds of turtles deed. Ot (vessel) wasillegd, it was foreign from
Somalia,Osays Andrew Mwangura, the coordinaor of Seafares Assistance Programme, a
globd nework of volunteer who ensure safety in the seas.

Theturtleis classified anongendangered species and it is thusprotected by globd
covenants. Kenyahas been at theforefrontin crusading for the protection of theturtle.

The problem with Kenya coastal fishery isthat it is undedevelopel. Focushas been on
mainly thefresh-water fisheries tha contribute almog 90 percent of the Sh8.7 billion
earned fromthe 159776 metric tones of fish in 2005. Orhe coastal fishery viewed merely
as an appendage of thefresh water fishery indugry,Osays Mr. Seif.

Yet, it has great potential. In fact, communities in Kipini, Vangg Watamu, Malindi,
Kiwayu, Kiungaand Lamu make ther living out of fishing. Consequently, any threat to
the coastal fisheriesis devastating to thelocal econony asit isto thenaiond econory.

It isfor thisreason that KMF, in aletter to theMinister for Livestock and Fisheries
Development, Mr. Joseph Munyao, dated September 1, 2007, ,warned tha thousandsof
livelihoods could bewiped out owingto declinein fish quantities as aresult of illegd
fishing by big vessels.

Thereis general feeling amongindugry playersthat the fish resources are plummeting as
aresult of human handiwork. Orhereis Et hechdlenging declinein species nunmber and
volume; and pollution of water bodies, coupled with thelack of appropriate
infrastructure,Osays thereport titled: Midterm Review of the Economic Recovery
Strategy for Wealth and Employment Creation, by Ministry of Planning and Nationd
Development.

Dr. K Ruwa, thedeputy director of the statutory KenyaMarine Fisheries Research
Inditute (KEMFRI), uses smple andogiesto illudrate thedeclinein marine species, in
this case, fish.

QVhen afisherman takes alongtime to catch the same amountof fish, then you know
there is a problem. Mot fishermen now spend too much time in the ocean, but come back
with less catch. Tha meansthere is more effort beng used to catch less.O

Not far from Dr Ruwa@ office isthe Coral Reef Degradaionin Indian Ocean East Africa
(CORDIO EA) office, amanicured air-conditioned office of youngresearchers decked in
casud attire but also volunteers at Project Nabuur Initiatives.

Innocent Wanyonyi, a programme officer has produced numerousreports tha highlight
thethreat facing Kenya3 coastal fisheries. Over-harvesting and use of illegd gear and
fishing methodshave combined to deplete the shores off fish.

Some playersin thefishery indudry consder theincareased fish prices an indication of the
dearth in thecommodity.



Salim Idd Mwasima has hawked fish for 20 years. Initially, he acquired his bounty from
fishemen from as far as Msambweni and Uvangain Kenyaand Zanziba in Tanzania

respectively. Orhese days, people from Zanzibar don®come any more,Ohetells Ms.
FauziaMakena



