
 
 
Objective:  
 
To study the condition of the captive animals in the Nandan Kanan Zoo,Bhubaneswar. This report 
details the observations made by the reporting team, which would improve the condition of zoo and the 
animals.  

 
Reporting team:  
  
    PFA Student Wing, Bhubaneswar 

¥ V. S. Sriram Vepuri 
¥ Vivekanand G. Shenoy 
¥ Santosh Das 
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I N TROD UCTI ON 
 

Amidst the lush green forest along the banks of the Kanija lake lies Nandankanan, a beautiful park             
that got its name from ÔNandanVanÕ meaning- the ÔGarden of the GodsÕ. This Zoological Park established   
on 29 December 1960, is set in a beautiful natural setting, and is one of the finest parks in the country. 
Unlike conventional zoos, Nandankanan spreads over a vast expanse of undulating topography, where     
the natural moist deciduous forest is still intact. Most of the animals, birds and reptiles live in open, large 
moated areas surrounded by vegetation and the undulating terrain. This helps the inhabitants of the zoo      
to live in a habitat close to their natural one and also helps in making it more and more natural. The white 
tiger safari, the first of its kind in the world, spread over an area of 12 hectare; a Lion Safari of 20 hectare; 
and a Nature Trail of 37 hectare, are three large facilities that make a visit to the park more interesting. 

In its 45 years of existence, the park has successfully bred many of the endangered species like tiger, 
leopard, Asiatic lion, crocodiles, deer and many land and water birds. It has the distinction of being the     
host zoo in the world for captive breeding of white tiger out of normal colored parents. The zoo has been 
internationally acclaimed for its highest collection of white tigers in the world.  

The park is also the first captive breeding centre where Gharials were bred in captivity in 1980 with the      
co-operation of Frankfurt zoo in Germany. The park also releases the bred crocodiles to nature. The        
park also specializes in successfully keeping animals of the Indian sub-continent ad has been able to 
disseminate the lessons learnt through publication of a large number of research numbers for the benefit     
of zoo communities. 
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SUGGESTI ONS TO TH E ZOO M A N A GEM EN T 
 

These are the suggestions for the zoo management as observed and analyzed by us.  

¥ As observed, in most of the cases the habitat doesnÕt match with the described habitat on boards.                      
A little attention towards this can keep the animals and the zoo in proper condition. 

¥ It was also observed that the people were teasing animals in front of the guides.                                           
Guides can be a little more authoritative towards this; they can make the children aware and warn the adults.  

¥ There are lot of awareness-boards regarding cleanliness around the zoo as ÒPlastic free zoneÓ and             
many more. But it is not followed by the zoo authorities in the first place. The whole plastic waste                      
is dumped inside an open tank inside the zoo. Again guides and guards can play major role towards 
maintaining cleanliness. 

¥ Zoo management can first create an awareness program for guides and guards about how important                  
it is to maintain cleanliness and to maintain decorum near the cages by not teasing the animals.                     
This can also make them aware that they have all the rights to be authoritative against the visitors                 
who break the code.  

¥ A small awareness program by the guides about not teasing the animals, cleanliness around the zoo           
which will also have the specialties and trivia about the zoo can be started. This presentation can be a    
projector based animated self informative movie.   

¥ As observed corporate(s) have entered the zoo to fund the description-boards outside the cages.                 
They can take a step further and sponsor the above mentioned initiative.  

 

 


